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then to view the antiquities. We were five hours and
a half on the sea-, and it is the most charming inlet pos-
sible. Sir Gilbert would have enjoyed it of all things.
I think I have now made pretty near all my excursions,
and they are very interesting and entertaining, and the
fineness of the weather embellishes everything. During
the last three weeks we have not had a bad day.

* I long to have a thousand views, but drawings are
so dear it is impossible to afford it. They make no
scruple of asking you twenty-five or thirty guineas for
a landscape in water-colours. Everything here in the
way of art is much dearer than in England3 as there
are very few good artists. Madame Le Brun, who is
now the best painter, particularly in point of colouring,
in Europe, is now at Rome, and is going to England,
but her prices are greater than Sir Joshua's/

* February 25.

c You are very civil to me, but give me very unde-
served praise in saying I remember what I read. The
only knowledge that remains with me is what* I ac-
quire through my eyes; and as I fortunately have seen
a good deal, I can show off in shallow water very
decently, but I soon sink, and get out of my depth. I
think my journey to Italy has given me a very per-
fect idea of the excess to which dirt, disease, and de-
formity may reach, without causing death, or even, dis-
gust, to some millions of human creatures. As Mrs.

L------says that nobody knows anything about Italy

without having spent two years here, I say nobody